RICHELIEU
fought against Protestants within France, but because they
tended to form a sort of republic menacing to French unity.
In this matter of Valtellina the difficulty was increased by
the close alliance formed by Pope Gregory xv and later by
Urban vn with Spain: the Papacy, in fact, sought to remove
the Catholic inhabitants of Valtellina from the dominion
of the Protestant Orisons, and provided troops for the
Spaniards, who, to safeguard their passage, feigned like-
wise to favour the liberty of Valtellina.
Ever since September, 1624, the Cardinal had fixed
upon the main lines of his course of action. It was startling,
and anyone who still supposed that the scarlet cloak would
be merely a sumptuous ornament on Richelieu's shoulders,
had to face the fact that, set at the head of the French
kingdom, he would never consent to seek any interests
other than French. The Pope was astounded to find him-
self being told, by what amounted to an ultimatum, to
leave Valtellina, He refused, never imagining that this
new-made minister would follow up words with action,
and go far beyond this attempt at intimidation. He was
undeceived.
Three months later, Annibal d'Estrees, Marquis de
Coeuvres, ambassador to the Orisons, received from France
a wagonload of gold, and definite orders. Immediately
he entered Valtellina with 3,500 French troops, recruited
a Swiss army of equal strength, marched on the pontifical
garrisons, cleared them out, and occupied the strongholds
commanding the passage-way. The Pope was beaten by
a half-Protestant army, under the orders of a French
cardinal.
To the whole of European diplomacy this was a fan-
tastically melodramatic situation, the symptoms of a sudden
fever and a collective touch of madness: Richelieu had
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